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By tre Presidemt of tre United Stetes of America 
A PROCL/! i TION 


W*ereas © Comventicn reletive to te opening of 
nostilities was soneluded cnd signed et Tne Fezue on 
October 18, 1907, by te respective Plenipotentieries 
of the Unicec Stetes, Cermeny, the Argentine Republic, 
ry, Belgium, Bolivie, Brazii,. Bulgaria, 
j 


Austria-Pungary , 
Chile, Coiompia. Cuba, Dennerk, the Dominican *epublic, 
Ecuador, Spein, France, Greet Britain, Greece, Guete- 
mala, “aiti, Italy, Javan, Luxemburg, “exico, Montenegro, 
Norway, Panama, Fareguey, tre Net*erlands. Peru, Persie, 
Portugel, Roumania, Russia, Salvedor.Servie, Siem, 
Sweden, Sw teerlend, Turkey, Uruguary, end Venezuela, 
tre original of w*icn Convention, being in the French 
language, is word for word as foliows: 

(Translation) 


iil 
CONVENVENTION 
RELATIVE TO T¥L OPENING OF ¥FOSTILITIES 


Wis hajesty the Germen Emperor, King of Prussia; 
the President of the United States of America; tre 
President of te /rgentine hepublic; Yis Laejesty the 
Erperor of Austria, King of Bo’ emia,&C., am Apostolic 
King of Yungary; Vis lhiajesty t*e King of t*e Belgians; 
tre President of te Republic of Bolivia; the President 
of the Republic of tre United States cf Brazil; Yis Royal 
Pighness tre Prince of Bulgaria; tre President of the 
Republic of Crile; tre President of the Republic of 
Colombia; the Provisionsi Governor of tte Republie of 
Cuba; Wis kajesty te King of Denmark; the President of 
tre Dominican Republic; the President of tre Republic 
of Ecuador; “is l.ajesty the King of Spain; the President 
of tre French Republic; Vis liajesty tre King of the 
United Kingdom of Greet Britain and Ireland end of the 
British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of India; 

Wis lajesty the king of tre Yellenes; the President of 
tre Republic of Guetemala; the President of tre Republic 
of Waitis Yis hajesty the King of Italy: Vis Majesty 

tre Emperor of Japan; “is Royal Yig*>ness the Grand 

Duke of Luxemburg, Duke of Kassau; the President of 

the United States of lhexico; “is Royal “ighness the 
Prince of hontenegro; Wis Lajesty toe King of Norway; 
tre President of tre Republic of Panama; tte President 
of tre Republic of Paraguay; Yer Majesty te Queen 

of the Net*erlands; tre President 
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of the Republic o' Peru; His Imperial Majesty the 
Sheh of :ersia; His Majesty the King of Portugal 
and of th> Algayves, &c3 iis Majesty the King of 
Roumania; “is Majesty the Emperor of all the Russias; 
the President o° the Repubile of Salvador; His Maj- 
esty the King of Servia; His Majesty the King of Siam; 
His ilaiesty the King of Sveden; the Swiss Federal 
Council; His MAyesty the Enuperor of the Ottomans; the 
President o° the Oriental Republic of Uruguay; the 
Pr -sident o° the United States of Venezuela; 

Considering that .t is important in order to 
ensure the maintenance of pacific relations, that 
hostilities shou.d not comnenece without previous warn- 
ing. 

That it is equally important that the existence 
of a state o° war shouid be notified without delay 
to neutral Powers; 

Being desirot.s o* concluding a Convention to 


this effoct, have appointed the following as their 
Plenipotentis ics: 
(Here follo’ the nemes of Plenipotentiatries) 


Article 2 


The existepce of a state of war mist be notified 
to the neutral owers without delay, and shall not 
take effect in regard to them until after the receipt 
of a notification, which may, however, be given by 
telegraph. Neutral Powers, nevertheless, cannot rely 
on the absence of notification @¢f it is clearly estab- 
lished that they were in fact aware o* the existence 
of a state of war. 


Article 3 


Article I of the present Convention shall take effect 
in case of war between two or more of the Contracting 
Powers. 

Article II is binding as between a belligerent 
Power which is a narty to the Convention and “eutral 
Powers which are also pn rties to the Convention. 


Article 4 


The present Convention shall be ratified as soon 
as possible, 

The ratificaticns shall be denosited at The Hague. 

The first Gevosit of ratifications shall be re= 
corded in a proc sverbal signed by the Representatives 
of the Powers which take part therein and by the Nether- 
land Minister for Foreign Affairs 
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The subseauent devosits of ratifications shall 
be made by means of a written notification addressed 
to the Netherland Government and atcompanied by the 
instrument of ratification, 

A duly certified copy of the nroces-verbal rel- 
ative to the first notificati ns mentioned in the 
preceding paragraph, as well as of the instruments of 
ratification, shall be at once sent by the Netherland 
fovernment through the diplomatic channel to the Powers 
invited to the Second ‘eace Conference, as well as to 
the other Powers which have adhered to th> Convention, 
In the cases contemplated in the preceding paragraph, 
the said Government shal] at the same time inform 
them of the date on which it received the notification, 


Article 5 


Non-Signatory Powers may adhere tc the present 
Convention, 

The Power which wishes to adhere notifies in 
writing its intention to the “etherland Governmert, 
forwarding to it the act of adhesion, which shall be 
deposited in the archives of the said Government, 

The said Government shall at once forward to all 
other powers a dul'y certified copy ofthe notification 
as well as of the act of adhesion, stating the date 
on which it received the notific tion. 


Article 6 


the present Convention shall come into force, 
in the case of the Powers which were a party to the 
first deposit of ratifications, sixty days after the 
date of the proces-verbal of that deposit, ae | in 


the case of the Powers which ratify subsequent y or 
which adhere, sixty days after the notification of 
their ratification or of their adhesion has been re- 
ceived by the ‘etherland Government, 


Article 7 © 


In evert of one of the High Contracting Parties 
wishing to denounce the present Convention, the 
denunciation shall be notified in writing to the 
NetherlandGovetnment, which shall at once communi- 
cate a duly certified copy of the notification to 
all the other Powers, informing them of the date on 
which it was received, 

The denunciation shall only have effect in regard 
to he rotifying Power, and one yrar after the rotifie 
cation has reached the Netherland Government, 
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A register kept by the ‘etherland “itnistry for 
Foreign Affairs shail give th- date of the deposit 
of ratifications made in virtue of Articie <v, 
paragrashs 3 and 4, as well as the date on which the 
notifications of adhesion (Arcicse V, paragraph 2) or 
of denunciation (Articie VIL, peragrar } have been 
received. : 

Zach Contracting Power is entitled to have access 
to this register and to be supplied with duiy certified 
extracts from it. 

um faith wrereof the Tleniireteniteries have ap-= 
pended the’r signatures to the present Convention. 

Done at the Hague, the itta Onteber, 1907, in a 
single copy, which shail remain Genesited in the 
archives of the etherland Government, and duly cert- 
ified copies of which snails. ce sent. through the 
diploma tic channel to tne Povers which have been in- 
vited to the Second Peace Conference, 

(Here foliow signatures) 


And whereas the Senate of the United States, by 
their resolution of “arch 10, 19C8, (two=thirdé of the 
Senators present concurring therein) did advise and 
consent to the ratiivication of the said Convention; 

And whereas tne sad Convention has been duly 
ratifed by the United States of America, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate thereof, and by 
the Governments of Austria-Hungary, Bolivia, Denmark, 
Germany, Great Britain, Mexico, the Netherlands, Russia, 
Salvador, and Sweden, and the ratifications of the 
said Governments were, under the provisions of Art- 
icie 4 of the $aid Convention, deposited by their res 
pective plenipotentiaties with the Netnerlands 
Government on November 27, 1909; 

And whereas in accordance with the provisions of 
Article 5 of the said Convention, the Government of 
China gave notification to the Netherlands Governnent 
on January 15, 1910, of its adnerence to the said 
Convention; 

Now, tnerefor, be it known that I, “’illiam Howard 
Taft, President of the United Etstes of America, have 
caused the said Convention to be made vubiie, to the 
end that the same and every article and clause thereof 
may be observed and fulfilled with good faith by the 
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United States 2nd the Citizens thereof. 

In testinwny whereo*®, I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the seal of the United States to be 
effixed. 

Done at the City of “‘ashington this twenty- 

eighth day of February in the year of our 
(SEAL) Lord one thoi's-nd nine hundred and ten, and 
of the Independerce of the United States of 
America t’e one hundred and thirty-fourth. 
"m H Taft 


By the President: 
P C KNOX 
Secretary of State 


